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Coimbatore: Muthugoundenpudur village panchayat in Sulur block has won the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat

Sashaktikaran Puraskar (DDUPSP) conferred by the ministry of panchayati raj. 

The panchayat was given the award in recognition of good governance, a senior district rural development agency (DRDA)

official said. “It had excelled in implementing resolutions passed in gram sabha, solid waste management and infrastructure

development,” he said. 

Panchayat president V P Kandavel said that the panchayat decided to prevent disposal of garbage at public places three years

ago. “To create awareness, we announced a cash prize of Rs 500 to click pictures of those who dump waste in open spaces.

As many as 60 people were rewarded and within three months, people stopped disposing waste on roads. We have now

removed garbage bins from public places. We have e-vehicles to collect garbage from doorsteps. Sanitary workers segregate it

into dry and wet waste before disposing it scientifically. Works are going on to turn wet waste into compost,” he told TOI.

Congratulations!
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There is an orchard, a Miyawaki forest and a nursery spread over 3.75 acres at Muthalipalayam village, Kandavel said. “We

turned a barren land into fertile land. Initially when we decided to plant saplings there, we received a lot of discouragement.

But now people are surprised. We spent Rs 29 lakh to turn the area into a green zone.”  

In 2016, DRDA set up a nursery with 11 beds to grow 12,000 saplings. Two years later, 500 saplings of fruit trees, 2,400 saplings
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of nochi plant and another 350 tree saplings were planted. “The orchard now has guava, pomegranate, lemon, almond, custard

apple and prickly custard apple. The Miyawaki forest has pencil bamboo, rosemary, sandalwood and magilam,” the official said.

Fruits from the orchards are given to MGNREGA workers who are maintaining the gardens. Earlier, fruits were distributed

among school students, Kandavel said. “Work to supply potable and non-potable water to houses has commenced.

Achankulam lake was desilted and restored a couple of years ago. Whenever it rains, it brims with water. Over 70% of roads

have been laid and work to lay remaining roads is under process. Pending applications to obtain electricity and water

connection were cleared. Taxes were paid without arrears,” he added.


